
And the word of the LORD of hosts came, saying, “Thus says 
the LORD of hosts: I am jealous for Zion with great jealousy, and I 
am jealous for her with great wrath. Thus says the LORD: I have 
returned to Zion and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem, and 
Jerusalem shall be called the faithful city, and the mountain of 
the LORD of hosts, the holy mountain. Thus says the LORD of 
hosts: Old men and old women shall again sit in the streets of 
Jerusalem, each with staff in hand because of great age. And the 
streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in its 
streets. Thus says the LORD of hosts: If it is marvelous in the sight 
of the remnant of this people in those days, should it also be 
marvelous in my sight, declares the LORD of hosts? Thus says 
the LORD of hosts: Behold, I will save my people from the east 
country and from the west country, and I will bring them to dwell 
in the midst of Jerusalem. And they shall be my people, and I will 
be their God, in faithfulness and in righteousness.”
Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Let your hands be strong, you who 
in these days have been hearing these words from the mouth 
of the prophets who were present on the day that the 
foundation of the house of the LORD of hosts was laid, that the 
temple might be built. For before those days there was no wage 
for man or any wage for beast, neither was there any safety from 
the foe for him who went out or came in, for I set every man 
against his neighbor. But now I will not deal with the remnant of 
this people as in the former days, declares the LORD of hosts. For 
there shall be a sowing of peace. The vine shall give its fruit, and 
the ground shall give its produce, and the heavens shall give their 
dew. And I will cause the remnant of this people to possess all 
these things. And as you have been a byword of cursing among 
the nations, O house of Judah and house of Israel, so will I save 
you, and you shall be a blessing. Fear not, but let your hands be 
strong.”

Zechariah 8

Zechariah 7
It’s been a little over two years since chapter 1, and by asking about 
keeping or not a religious festival, God’s people show their pride, 
and lack of understanding of how their call to reconstruct the city 
reflects God’s work of restoration in their hearts.

God reaffirms to His people that His work of restoration is without 
resentment, aims at the heart, but it also includes this life.
All because of His Beauty*.

XXIV

What God says about Himself
What God says about us
Interesting reminders

XXV
God knows our desire for 
social prosperity, here and 
now, and in this context He 
promise something even 
more marvelous: His Shalom. 
The purpose of this life is to 
give us a little taste of that 
Shalom, and move us to a 
deeper desire of that time 
when we will enjoy it 
perfectly, with Him.

XXVI
With that Shalom in mind, 
God calls us to strive in this 
life, looking for improvement 
in the gifts we have received –
making them stronger. This 
engagement in everyday life 
will allow us to know our 
heart (why are we fearful?), 
know Him better (persistent 
presence, Providence, 
magnificent Grace), and be a 
blessing for others (away from 
being a byword of cursing).

*What makes Him Beautiful? That He is the Triune God who, for His 
glory and our benefit, is working redemption in His people’s heart, 
restoring us back to an Eden-grade relationship with Him.


